medical officer, arrangements would be made for them to be seen at their county health clinic by the medical officer for mental health. In addition, discussions have been held with groups of health visitors to help them recognize mental subnormality.
Since this service commenced there have been 29 referrals, 18 from general practitioners, eight from district medical officers, and three from paediatricians. Seventeen (iore than half the total) were children aged 5 years or less, of whom six were 2 years or less.
As regards recommendations, all parents were given advice and information as to the needs of the mentally handicapped and the likely rate of development. All were put in touch with the National Society for Mentally Handicapped Children. In other respects special recommendations as to admission to training centres or residential units were similar to the recommendation in Dr. Kirman's series. In a few cases hospital care, either permanent or short-term, was required, and such were referred to the out-patient clinic conducted by the consultants of the hospital for the subnormal which serves this county.
This service has been welcomed by the parents, many of whom had not previously received any accurate advice or information about mental handicap, and the community services. Also, it was welcomed by the general practitioners, who were intereqted to receive information about the provisions in the community for the mentally handicapped. The significance of these findings has been debated, and a suggestion has been made that the difference between the two groups may be due to disparity in age structure. The statistics for the five-year period 1959-63 inclusive are now available, and the age structure of the two groups is presented in Table I .
The two groups may be considered sufficiently alike for comparisons to be made regardless of the age effect.
As can be seen from Table I an additional 20 cases of acute leukaemia were recorded at the end of 1963, and none of these had a history of phenylbutazone ingestion. Only those patients with allied disorders whose condition has been confirmed by a panel of pathologists are included in the present calculations, whereas in the previous report all cases to be notified to the registry were counted.
Five of the 75 cases of acute leukaemia had a history of phenylbutazone ingestion (6.67%), compared with 5 of 367 " control" cases (1.36% )-and the difference in these proportions is significant at the 0.05 level (Table II) This substance is an industrial solvent known for a century. It has been used in various disorders of the skin and has been regarded as non-toxic. It easily penetrates the skin and is a solvent of mucopolysaccharides. It therefore occurred to me that it might be effective in localized myxoedema, a condition in which, I believe, it has not previously been tried. In the patient described the results were highly satisfactory.
Unfortunately it has recently been reported that dimethyl sulphoxide causes damage to the eyes of rabbits but not of other animals tested, and no detriment has occurred in monkeys or men. Nevertheless, I 
